
WHY WE DO IT
Cancer can be more financially 
disruptive to younger survivors,  
given a more limited opportunity 
to accumulate financial assets.

80,000+ young adults  
are diagnosed per year and  
rates are rising

> 2.1 M cancer survivors 
diagnosed as young adults are 
living in the US

54% of young  
adult survivors  
experience financial toxicity  
and are unable to afford basic 
needs such as food, housing,  
and transportation.

For young adult survivors, cancer’s financial 
impact is especially severe. With limited savings 
and interrupted careers, many struggle to regain 
stability after treatment.

    Cancer Isn’t Free

Facing surgery, treatment, 
and so many uncertainties 
with a cancer diagnosis was so 
daunting. Life continues to move 
with bills, rent, groceries, and 
other expenses. The last thing 
that anyone needs when dealing 
with a health hardship and being 
out of work is financial stress. It 
left us drowning in debt.” 

	        – Alec, Grant Recipient

“

EMF has awarded more than 2,800 grants totaling 
more than $5 million to young adults as they 
recover from the financial toxicity of cancer.

Grant Program of 
Expect Miracles Foundation

WHAT WE DO
Expect Miracles Foundation’s (EMF) SAMFund provides 
hope to young adult cancer survivors as they recover 
from the financial impact of cancer through financial 
assistance grants for essential living and family-
building expenses, building a bridge to get young 
adults where they were intended to go before cancer 
disrupted their lives.



Supporting  
Young Adult 
Cancer Survivors

$497,045

465
222

WHO WE SERVE:

Average annual value 
of grant awards

Average annual 
applications received

Average annual 
applications awarded

Average individual 
grant amount

US Residents between the 
ages of 21-39 who have 
completed active treatment.

$2,282
$3,014

Financial 
Assistance

Family 
Building
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Applicants by Region

38%

22%
19% 21%

CONTACT:  
Jennie Sheridan, SAMFund Program Director  
jsheridan@expectmiraclesfoundation.org

How Grant Recipients Utilized Their Funds
51.07% Rent

20.45% Mortgage supplementation

12.30% Family building options/Procedures

6.80% Car payments

Other:
2.59% Dental expense
2.27% Continuing education  
or vocational expenses
1.62% Graduate tuition
1.62% Reproductive storage expense
1.29% Cosmetic or reconstruction expenses

“

“

Words cannot express my gratitude for your generous 
support during one of the most challenging periods of my 
life. My SAMFund grant was not just a financial lifeline; it 
was a powerful affirmation that I was not alone in my fight 
against cancer. Beyond the medical bills, there are countless 
unforeseen expenses. Your grant alleviated this stress, 
allowing me to focus on my health and recovery.”
				    –Kirstin, Grant Recipient

My SAMFund grant has been incredibly helpful in providing 
the financial support needed after my cancer. The grant 
offered support, recognizing our challenges and lifting some 
of the emotional stress. This played a vital role in allowing us 
to start a family, bringing hope and joy to our lives.”
				    -Kiyania, Grant Recipient

Applicants by Gender
80.7% female

17.0% male

1.5% non-binary

.8% prefer not to answer
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